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God’s Resolution
"For I know the plans I have 
for you," declares the LORD, 
"plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future."  

  

and to look ahead to the 
future trusting that the Holy 
Spirit is actively leading our 
thoughts and reflections.  
At each cottage meeting 
group members will be asked 
to reflect about what has 
been important in the 
history of the congrega-
tion—what events, people 
and times have shaped who 
this congregation is today?  
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~Jeremiah 29:11 

Having been part of the 
Atonement church com-
munity for three months I 
am beginning to see clearly 
how God uses each of you 
as a part of the church.   
There is nothing that brings 
me more joy than to see you 
involved in ministry outside 
and inside Atonement, as 
you are able.  I also believe 
that God calls us into a 
future of hope, and that God 
has plans for our ministry 
together. 

It is my prayer, as your 
pastor, that we can spend 
time together listening to 
God's call for us.  As we 
look to the future with hope 
we trust that God does 
indeed have a plan for our 
life together as our part of 
the body of Christ.  You 
might call this a time for us 
to understand ‘God's resolution' 
this New Year.  What is God's 
future for us, and how will 
the Holy Spirit direct Atone-
ment’s unique calling in the 
world? 

It is Pastor Debra’s and my 
hope that each member of 
the congregation will consider 
participating in a ‘cottage 
meeting'.  A cottage meeting 
is designed to ask purposeful 

questions, to give time for 
us to think together about 
our history as a congregation,  

We will then lead a conversa- 
tion about the future of the 
congregation—what are 
your hopes and dreams for 
your congregation?  What 
do you think God's hopes 
are for Atonement?  How do 
you see yourself participating 
in those hopes? 

A cottage meeting consists 
of up to 10 congregation 
members and congrega-
tional friends who will 
gather in a home to have 
these conversations. There 
will be sign-up sheets 
available at worship during 
the first part of January for 
specific dates and times.  We 
believe we can have all of the 
necessary meetings done by 
the end of February.  Please 
also consider signing up to 
host a cottage meeting in 
your home and providing a 
light snack.  Please sign-up 
as soon as the sheets are 
available. Several of the 
cottage meetings will be 
‘group specific’.  For the 

future of our children, 
youth and family ministry, I 
am requesting that there be 
specific cottage meetings for 
middle and high school 
families as well as for 
parents with children birth 
through fifth grade. 
The other non-specific 
meetings will be used as 
some of the first steps in 
determining a purpose state- 
ment and guiding principles 
as well as short-term and 
long-term ministry goals. 

I believe this is a very 
important step in deter-
mining the direction our 
congregation moves in the 
future.  I greatly appreciate 
and anticipate your partici-
pation.  I am confident that 
God's resolution for us is one 
of hope and great strength.  

Let's explore together what 
this might look like, for each 
of us has a very important 
part in the body of Christ. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Chad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jubilate! 



Sacred Singers 

SECOND SUNDAY OF 

CHRISTMAS, JANUARY 4, 
2008 AT 9:30 A.M. 

The Jubilate! Sacred Singers, 
under the direction of David 
Harris, return to Atonement in 
worship January 4 with their 
spirited renditions of tradi-
tional and lesser-known Christ- 
mas chorales. As a Christian 
organization that serves the 
wider community, the mission 
of Jubilate! is sharing God’s 
word and glorifying God 
through music. !
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EFAA Offering  

The offering taken for EFAA at 
the Inter-Faith Thanksgiving 
Eve service totaled $993.00. 
What a great outpouring of 
love from our people!  

God bless! 
Rev. Dr. Stan Adamson 
Pastor 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
 
 

Rocky Mountain Synod 
Middle School Gathering 
 
On January 16-18, 2009 three 
youth and an adult mentor 
will travel to Colorado Springs 
for a Synod-wide gathering of 
middle school youth.  They 
will focus on the theme “Fear 
Not”.  Please pray for them as 
they celebrate, sing, serve and 
rejoice this weekend. 

 

Multicultural Mosaic 
Foundation 

 
Join our Turkish friends from 
the Multicultural Mosaic 
Foundation, January 18th, as 
they have extended their hand in 
friendship with the gift of Ashura 
/ ‘Noah’s Pudding’. They will be 
serving this traditional sign of 
friendship January 18 at 
church, complete with a 5- 
minute video about Ashura and 
its cultural importance. 

Ashura is a dessert made from 
various grains, nuts, and 
fruits. It is completely vege-
tarian. The making of ashura 
is a common practice among 
Muslim and Christian people 
in the Middle East (although 
the dish has different names). 
The name ashura itself comes 
from the Hebrew word “Asor” 
(the tenth). It is traditionally 
shared with friends and 
neighbors. 

The story of Noah’s ark is as 
sweet as the dessert named 
for it: When Noah’s ark came 
to rest on Mount Ararat in  
northeastern Turkey, they felt 
that a feast of celebration was 
called for. They hunted through 
the ark and gathered every 
little bit of food they could find. 
This they put into the pudding 
and made themselves a splen- 
did feast of ashura. Therefore, 
sharing is in the spirit of ashura 
!it is the symbol of unity 
among God’s creatures. 

 

Save the Date - Faith 
Advocacy Day 

The New Year will be here 
before we know it, and we 
want all of you to get this very 
important date on the 
calendar! 

The 2009 Faith Advocacy Day, 
hosted by Lutheran Advocacy 
Ministry and Hunger for Justice: 
Interfaith Voices Against Poverty 
will be Wednesday, February 
18, from 9 am - 3 pm at the 
Scottish Rite Building, 1370 
Grant St., Denver. More details 
will follow, but please plan 
now to attend this wonderful 
opportunity to learn more 
about 2009 legislation and 
how you can be an effective 
advocate for social change! 

 

FIRST FRIDAY  
Get-Togethers 
There will be a First Friday 
Fellowship on Friday, January 
2, to celebrate the “9th Day of 
Christmas”. It will be at the 
home of Marilyn Morris in 
Boulder. If you haven’t 
attended one of these informal 
gatherings yet, please join us 
for the first one of the New 
Year! Food and fellowship 
begin at 6:00. Bring an 
appetizer or dessert to share.  
Hostess will provide soft 
drinks and you can bring wine 
if you wish. Call Marilyn at 
303-444-7577 for directions 
and to help in planning. If you 
are interested in hosting a 
First Friday event, please 
contact Jan Bundy (303-604-
0869) or Jan Ydstie-Roy (330-
554-0311). 
 



Jane Zelie was born in Chicago, 
but grew up in Appleton, WI. She 
is a recent transplant to Boulder 
(2007). Jane is an avid interior 
designer, and enjoys food 
preparation, table centerpieces, 
gardening, and golf. Husband 
Clarence passed away in 2004. 
They have three children; Craig, 
Steve, and Ken. 

Welcome to Our New 
Members!  

BIBLE STUDY 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Aly Kohlmeyer hails from 
Norwood Young America, MN. 
Most recently, Aly and husband 
Pastor Chad and son Holden 
lived in Bay City, WI. Aly is a 
graduate of Concordia University 
in Seward, NE. Aly is primarily a 
mom, but she also enjoys 
running, hiking, snowshoeing, 
music (interests she shares with 
her husband, Pastor Chad 
Kohlmeyer) and gathering with 
other mothers. Holden enjoys 
playing with trucks, books, and 
just about any activity outside. 

 

 The Gospel According to St. 
John – Wednesdays, 6-7pm, in 
the Chapel.  

 
 

 
Led by Pastor Debra. 

Esther:It’s Tough Being a Woman.  
Fabulous Bakers! Going up against heavyweights 

bent on her destruction, Esther 
trusted God and landed a blow 
that saved her people. The Old 
Testament story of Esther is a 
profile in courage and contains 
many modern parallels for today's 
woman.  

Peg Gorce comes to us from 
Northglenn, CO. but is originally 
from Chicago, IL. She is a 
graduate of CU and is a retired 
English teacher. Peg enjoys 
singing with the Boulder Chorale, 
sailing, and volunteering at the 
Dept. of Commerce Children’s 
Center, along with being an 
advisor to the Kappa Kappa 
Gamma sorority at CU. Husband 
Marty is retired and enjoys 
hunting and sailing. Peg and 
Marty have three children; Ann, 
Kris, and Tom. 

 
Thank you so much to all of the 
fabulous bakers who brought 
amazing holiday cookies and 
cakes for the Bake Sale on 
Sunday, December. We raised 
$347, which is all going directly to 
Community Food Share.  And also 
a big thank you to all of you who 
bought baked goods and 
supported the sale!  

The study is written by Beth 
Moore, and features an in-depth 
and very personal examination of 
this great story of threat and 
deliverance. Beth peels back the 
layers of history and shows how 
very contemporary and applicable 
the story of Esther is to our lives. 
If you've ever felt inadequate, 
threatened, or pushed into 
situations that seemed over-
powering, this is the study for 
you. This portion of God's Word 
contains treasures to aid us in 
our hurried, harried, and 
pressured lives. Esther's destiny 
can be yours as you know more 
deeply the God who is in your 
corner. 

~ Social Ministry Leaders 
 
 
Crop Walk Results Are In Rebecca Scarborough is 

originally from Salina, KS and 
most recently from Mountain 
View, CA. Rebecca graduated 
from Stanford University and is a 
professor of linguistics at CU. Her 
hobbies include music and 
gardening. Rebecca is married to 
Jeffrey Scarborough who hails 
from Irvine, CA. Jeffrey is an 
instructor of philosophy and 
politics through the Stanford 
University Online High School. 
Jeffrey loves to cook and discuss 
political philosophy. They have 
one child, Helen Elizabeth, age 
2, who loves reading and taking 
care of stuffed animals! 

Hi CROP Walkers, 

I want to wish you very happy 
holidays!!  I hope that 2009 is a 
good year for you. 

Our latest CROP Walk results 
show that we had just over 400 
walkers from 40 different 
churches, synagogues and 
organizations raising $53,465.  
Congratulations! I'll let you 
know as soon as we pick the 
date for the 2009 CROP Walk 
date so you can put it on your 
calendars. 

The study offers nine lessons of 
personal interactive study five 
days a week. Groups will be 
starting in February and 
March. If you are interested 
please contact Pastor Debra. Take care, 
 Suzanne Dysard 

Boulder CROP Walk 
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Letter to Atonement 
(Excerpts) 

 
Thanks to God for sending me 
to Indonesia. I arrived safely 
November 17th, 2008 and will, 
with God’s help and the ELCA’s 
support, serve here for two 
years. I spent my 29th Birthday 
learning Batak dance, eating 
cake and singing with the staff 
and students at the deaconess 
school where I live. Thanks to 
all the people who helped me 
celebrate here and at home. It 
was one I will never forget. The 
hospitality and love I have 
received here in Indonesia are 
examples of God’s love for his 
creation. 

In Indonesia, the Huria Kristen 
Batak Protestan Deaconesses 
serve their community throughout 
the year. This year I joined them 
as we celebrated the holy season of 
Advent with gatherings, gifts, 
visits and meals. 

The students at the Pendidikan 
Diakones School in Balige work 
in the community as part of a 
practical requirement by the 
HKBP church. The students 
study for three years to become 
ministers of word and service 
around the world. The women 
who become deaconesses are 
called by God. The students 
and staff at the school are 
offering God’s concern for the 
least of these by working with 
the young, old, imprisoned, and 
sick. The church here also 
works with local communities 

on issues of gender equality, 
social justice and environ-
mental protection. 

Please pray to God for the 
ministry of churches around 
the world. For those who are 
hungry, pray for rice. And for 
those who have rice, a hunger 
for justice. 

Blessings, 
Laura Stephenson 

Follow my adventures on my blog: 
laurainindonesia.blogspot.com; 
Email me at either of these addresses: 
laurastephenson4@gmail.com  
laura.stephenson@colorado.edu. 
Please send care packages and 
consider visiting: 
Laura Stephenson 
Pendidikan Diakones HKBP 
J1. Gereja-Kapernaum 
Balige, Tobasa-Sumut 22314 
Indonesia 
 
 
 

Middle School and High 
School Youth 
Mark Your Calendars! 
 
A ski retreat is on the calendar.  
We will be joining youth from 
Trinity Lutheran in Boulder for 
a ski retreat Friday, February 
20 ! Sunday, February 22 in 
Summit County.  You will have 
the opportunity to ski two days, 
take a snowshoe trip or shop 
around town during the retreat.  
We will also gather for worship, 
devotions and Bible study 
during the week—celebrating 
God creation and the friendship 
of those around us.  Weekend 
details, housing and costs will 
be announced in the middle of 
January. 

Christian Faith 
Development 
Sunday Mornings, 10:45 

JANUARY 4th 
Bible Study Track 
(Community Room) 
“The Book of Revelation – (the 
seven letters to the churches) 
led by Bill Anderson. Introduc-
tion including background of 
the times, style of writing, 
structure of the letters and the 
history of the cites. 

Worldly Issues Track - 
(Chapel) 
Learn how to make the most of 
Atonement’s Website - Lori Alt 

JANUARY 11th 
Church Budget - led by 
Executive Committee 

JANUARY 18th 
Bible Study Track 
(Community Room) - The Book 
of Revelation – (the first and 
second letters) led by 
Bill Anderson  
Worldly Issues Track 
(Chapel)  
A Discussion with the 
Multicultural Mosaic 
Foundation led by Bob 
Matheson 

JANUARY 25th 
Annual meeting 

 

 
 

 



Native American 
Connection Update 

On Sunday November 23rd, the 
annual Thanksgiving dinner, 
sponsored by Atonement  and the 
Native American Connection, 
served over 500 Native Americans 
from the Cheyenne Indian 
Reservation in Eagle Butte, 
South Dakota. 

Church members, friends, 
neighbors and local businesses 
donated more than 200 
turkeys. Local businesses also 
donated ingredients for all the 
trimmings with Boulder Sausage 
donating over 1600 pounds of 
sausage. Sixty turkeys were 
cooked for dinner under the 
direction of Marion Clifford, 
Director of the Native American 
Connections. Marion delivered 
the food, household items, and 
clothing. Volunteers helping 
with the dinner each received a 
turkey and the rest were given 
to individual families.  

Atonement's Social Ministry 
leaders gave $600 from their 
budget towards the truck rental 
and gas. Thank you all for 
helping to feed some of the 
poorest of the poor in our 
country. 

God Bless you, 
Herm Schempp 
 
 
 
ELCA Good Gifts 
 
Check out the ELCA Good Gifts 
Catalog in the Fellowship Area. 
It’s filled with gift ideas large and 
small that will make a differ-
ence in the lives of people around 
the world. With ELCA Good 
Gifts you can: 
!" Provide fresh water for an 

entire community 

!" Provide aid to victims of 
catastrophic events 

!" Send a child to school 
!" Provide chicks to build an egg 

business! 
(See the catalog, or go to 
www.elca.org/goodgifts) 
 
 
 
Seth & Elizabeth 

Holiday Update from Taiwan 
 
Greetings from Taiwan!   
Here in Taiwan we are in the 
midst of preparations for 
Christmas, albeit in a much 
more subdued way than in the 
United States.  Last Saturday 
we went to a flower market to 
pick out a poinsettia to liven up 
our living room.  Taiwan is a 
major grower of poinsettias, and 
flower markets here count on 
huge poinsettia sales to make it 
through the winter months.  
Our poinsettia is taking up 
residence next to our 
“Christmas bamboo.”  We 
bought a small bamboo plant 
with a festive red and gold 
ribbon tied around it.  So this 
year all of our Christmas 
decorations are Taiwanese! 
At the kindergartens where 
Elizabeth works all of the kids 
and teachers are in a rush to 
put last minute touches on 
their Christmas programs!  
Since Christmas is not a national 
holiday, and winter vacation is 
during Chinese New Year (end 
of January), school is active 
during the weeks of Christmas 
and New Year’s.  Therefore, the 
kindergartens are preparing 
songs, choreography, and 
dancing for Christmas shows 
on December 21st. We are 
hoping to travel to Taichung to 
see all of the action.   

We also began Chinese language 
classes recently.  Seth attends 

class Monday through Friday at 
National Taiwan Normal 
University.  He has class 15 
hours per week and is making 
rapid progress in speaking, 
reading, and writing Chinese.  
He has already mastered 
writing 32 characters and should 
be able to write over 200 
characters by the end of 
January. Only 3000 more 
commonly used characters to 
go! Elizabeth is attending 
private tutoring three times per 
week. Unfortunately, she can’t 
go five times per week because 
of her teaching schedule. We’re 
having fun teaching each other 
and beginning to use Chinese 
in our daily household 
activities.   

In the next couple of months we 
hope to continue strengthen- 
ing relationships with the 
Bishop and clergy in the Diocese 
of Taiwan. The Taiwanese take 
an immense amount of pride in 
their hospitality and generosity, 
and we have been trying to be 
gracious in both accepting 
hospitality and being generous 
in our time and conversation.   
We realize many of you will read 
this after Christmas and the 
New Year, but we send our 
Christmas and New Year wishes 
along anyway. As you continue 
to pray for our safety and work 
in Taiwan we will continue to 
remember all of you in our 
supporting congrega-tions in 
our prayers each night.  Your 
support has been incredible 
and strongly and warmly felt 
during our time away from 
home this holiday season. 
 
Love, 
Elizabeth and Seth 
 
sethandlizmission@gmail.com 
sethandelizabethtaiwan.blogspot.com 
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Atonement’s ONE  
Lutheran Information Corner: 
Information about how we as a 
ONE Lutheran church can raise 
awareness and take action to end 
poverty. 
 
Verse of the Month: 
“Is it not to share your bread 
with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to 
cover him, and not to hide 
yourself from your own flesh?" 
Isaiah 58:7 
Something to be glad about:  
This year, ONE worked with the 
U.S. Global Leadership Campaign 
(USGLC) in their efforts to garner 
Congressional support for bipar- 
tisan letters asking President-
elect Obama to make greater 
investments in diplomacy and 
development. Today the USGLC 
announced that a record 217 
members of Congress signed on 
to the letters pledging their 
support for a robust U.S. 
International Affairs Budget. 
This includes 51 Senators and 
166 Representatives, including 
Senator Salazar, Representative 
(soon to be Senator) Udall, and 
Representative Ed Perlmutter. 
What else can we do?  
President-elect Obama will have 
historic opportunities to bring 
hope and dignity to millions 
currently suffering from poverty 
and preventable diseases, such 
as malaria and HIV/AIDS. 
We can make a difference by 
showing our support for an 
inaugural affirmation of 
Obama's pledge to fight poverty 
and preventable diseases 
worldwide, and for an FY2010 
Presidential budget request that 
puts the U.S. on track to meet 
Obama's historic commitments 
to the world's poorest people. 

Consider signing 
the ONE Campaign’s petition 
asking the President-elect to 
spread hope and dignity to 
those most in need through his 
inaugural address and 
Presidential budget. The 
standard text of this petition is: 

Dear President-elect Obama, 
   In your inaugural address, please 
make a clear affirmation of your 
pledge to fight poverty and 
preventable diseases worldwide, 
and support that statement with an 
FY2010 budget request that puts 
the U.S. on track to meet your 
historic commitments. 
Go to: 
http://www.one.org/inauguration/ 
to add your name to the almost 
100,000 people who have 
already signed on. 
 
 

 

You Are Invited 

…to a service of “Dedication and 
Celebration” of LCM-ELCA’s 
“Luther House Years”, and the 
move of our office to Grace 
Lutheran Church. Please join us: 
Sunday, January 25, 5:00 pm 
Worship service followed by 
Dinner at: 
Grace Lutheran Church 
1001 13th Street 
Boulder, CO  80302 
Please RSVP for meal planning to:  
303-786-7137 or 
laurela@colorado.edu 

Lutheran Family 
Services 

If you or someone you know are 
feeling called to be parents and 
want to welcome a child into 
your home, Lutheran Family 
Services is in great need of 
foster and foster-to-adopt 
families for children and sibling 
groups. Each week we turn 
down over 50 placement calls 
because we do not have enough 
foster homes. 

LFS holds informational 
meetings the first Tuesday of 
every month for families 
interested in becoming foster or 
foster-to-adopt parents. Please 
call 303.217.5858 or visit 
www.lfsco.org for more details. 

Lutheran Family Services would 
like to thank you for all your 
help and generosity in making 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
special for our clients. We collected 
307 Thanksgiving baskets and 
over 2000 Christmas gifts for 
foster children, refugees, older 
adults, care givers and many 
others in need. Thank you again 
for making the holidays special! 

 

 

Attendance: 

Week of November 

2 232 
9 175 
16 165 
23 162 
30  165 

 

 

http://www.usglc.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=257
http://www.usglc.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=257


ALC Council Minutes 

December 11, 2008 

Property and Grounds: 
The committee submitted a draft 
for wording contained on the 
playground dedication plaque 
installed at the playground: 

The final decision about the 
plate was tabled until the next 
council meeting. The dedication 
for the playground is planned 
for spring 2009.  

Concerning other committee 
issues, multiple facility items 
had to be fixed in November: 

Dishwasher: 800$ 
Furnace: 245$ 
Parking Lot Light: $190 
Vacuum Cleaner: $400 (yet to 
be purchased) 

Nominating Committee:  

Kathy Erickson will be stepping 
down. Lynette Schulz and Pauline 
Farrow have not made a final 
decision if they want to continue. 
Kathy Erickson agreed to serve 
on the Nominating Committee.  

Endowment Committee: 
Pastor Debra and Debra Kelly 
are working on some 
information, which will be 
provided to families who 
consider donating money to an 
endowment fund. 

Pastor Debra’s Report:  
On November 21st a group of 
new members was introduced 
to the congregation. In last few 
months families with young 
children have shown an especially 
strong interest in Atonement. 
Children’s Church and Music 
reported some growing numbers 
of children. The Motto for this 
year’s Advent Season will be: 
Expecting The Most. 

To manage the Mission Invest-
ments Funds Atonement has 
with Thrivent Financial 

Services, the Treasurer asked 
the Council to change the 
existing authorization to the 
current Council President, 
Treasurer and Pastor Debra. 
Motion was made and accepted 
to accept the proposal. 

 
Budget Outlook for next 
year: To cover the increased 
expenses and to balance the 
2009 budget Atonement has 
to save about $2500 every 
month and needs about 
$3500/week extra giving.   

Respectfully submitted, 
Andreas Beuschel Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December Office 
Volunteers 
 

 
 
 
Mary Bidinger, Kate Crawford 
Sandy Droeger, Barton Kiburz 
Leo & Mary Nelsen, Jeff, Sandy 
and Ben Ramsey, Don & Lucille 
Ritchart, Virgil & Audrey Schlack, 
Peggy Simpson, and Dorothea 
Steinke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers… 
 
 
Jackie Glover 
and family, on the death of her 
sister, Karin; Julie and Randy 
McNitt; Merle Lindholm; 
Nathan Emrich and family, 
friends of the McLaughlins; 
Amanda Peebles and family; 
Walter Nienaber; Jeanne 
McNeely; Patti McNeely; 
Erlene Still; Seth & Elizabeth 
Raymond; Laura Stephenson; 
James Childress; 
 

…& Praise 

BIG thanks to December’s 
fellowship set-up/clean-
up/nursery attendant ministry 
and to our Fellowship Coffee 
Ministers! 
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 Birthdays 
 Mira Canion 1/1  Wayne Tatro 1/11 
 Tom Reisinger 1/2  Jonah Beuschel 1/12 
 Bailey Wallace 1/2  Lindsay Solonycze 1/12 
 Cecelia Lundgren 1/3  Julie Tatro 1/13 
 Anya Prater 1/3  Russ Miller 1/17 
 Ina B. Olson 1/4  Kris Kiburz 1/18 
 Katie Moran 1/6  Kate Crawford 1/19 
 Mary Jenson 1/7  Gene Arehart 1/20 
 David Olson 1/7  Holden Kohlmeyer 1/22 
 Dale Roy 1/7  Katie Bernstein 1/25 
 Ardelle Bowron 1/9  Evan McCandless 1/26 
 Ron Buhmann 1/10  Andrea Vahl 1/27 
 Anna Jenson 1/11  Ken Weaver 1/28 
 Bryan Johnson 1/11  Les Nesbitt 1/31 

 

Anniversaries 
 Doug & Nancy Schaefer 1/24/1970 39 Years 
 Sue & Court Peterson 1/28/1966 43 
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